
LEAGUE AND CUPPERS RULES 

1. SECRETARIES 

1.1 The Open League Secretary and the Women’s League Secretary shall be elected annually by the 
Members of Cambridge University Badminton Club (CUBaC) or, in the absence of such election, be 
co-opted or undertaken by the Committee Members of that club. 

1.2 Following BUCS, the League Secretaries shall be responsible for maintaining a set of rules for 
inter-collegiate badminton and for communicating these rules to the captains of the college teams at 
the beginning of the academic year.  

1.3 The League Secretaries shall be responsible for the running of intercollegiate badminton events. 
These must include, but need not be restricted to, an “Open League”, a “Women's League”, and 
“Inter-college Cuppers”. Further, there must be three Cuppers events: “Open Cuppers”, “Women's 
Cuppers”, and “Mixed Cuppers”. 

 

2. LEAGUE 

2.1 Two leagues shall be run: the Open League and the Women's League. 

2.2 Unless explicitly stated otherwise, clauses that read Open League and Open League Secretary shall be 
read equally and separately as Women's League and Women's League Secretary. 

Teams 

2.3 The Open League shall consist of teams approved by the Open League Secretary. 

2.4 All and any New Team that wishes to join the Open League, whether from currently Participating or 
Non Participating Colleges, shall submit their request to join by email to the Open League Secretary. 

2.5 The Open League Secretary shall have absolute discretion over the initial placement of a New Team 
in the Open League. According to that secretary’s estimation of the relative ability that team, the New 
Team shall be placed in a suitable Division of that league. 

2.5 a) Ordinarily a New Team will enter the Open League at the lowest Division; a New Team may 
enter at a higher Division as per this clause. 

Player Eligibility 

2.6 In the Open League, a team shall consist of six Eligible Persons and in the Women's League a team 
shall consist of six Eligible Women (with regards to regulations provided in Clause 2.8). 

2.6 a) An Eligible Person in respect of a certain College team shall be defined as any current member 
of that College, including Fellows. 



2.6 b) An Eligible Woman in respect of a certain College team shall be defined as any current female 
member of that College, including Fellows 

2.6 c) The above two subclauses shall hold with the following additional limitations. 

2.6 c) i) In a given academic year, a male player who has played in two or more British 
Universities and Colleges Sport (BUCS) matches that year shall not be an Eligible 
Person) from the time that he has played those two BUCS matches. 

2.6 c) ii) In a given academic year, a female player who has played in two or more BUCS 
matches that year shall not be an Eligible Woman but shall be an Eligible Person if the 
conditions in subclause 2.6 a) are met. 

2.6 c) iii) Participating Teams in the Open League can request a list of players for whom these 
limitations apply from the Open League Secretary. 

2.7 At the absolute discretion of the Open League Secretary, other considerations and exceptions to the 
above clause include: 

2.7 a) Any research assistant who does not belong to any College or any student who belong to a 
College not currently participating in the Open League may be able to play if they wish for a 
team of another College. 

2.7 b) Any other teams that are local to Cambridge who wish to play in the Open League can contact 
the Open League Secretary for consideration 

Transgender athletes   
 

2.8 Following BUCS, CUBaC supports equal opportunities in sport for all, to include transgender athletes 
on the basis of the gender with which they identify. The participation of a transgender athlete in 
competitive sport must not be restricted unless it is proportionate to the aim of securing safe and/or 
fair competition. Hence, the following clauses should be included: 
 
2.8 a) Any transgender athlete who is not taking hormone treatment related to gender transition may 

participate in Open League matches in accordance with their gender as assigned at birth. 
 

2.8 a) i) A trans male (female to male) who is not taking testosterone relating to gender 
transition may participate in Open League or Women's League matches. However, 
they may not compete in both categories within 1 Season. For example, if a trans male 
chooses to compete in Open League matches, they may not compete in any Women's 
League matches in the same season. 

 
2.8 a) ii) A trans female (male to female) who is not taking hormone treatment related to 

gender transition may not compete in Women's League, but may participate in a Open 
League matches. 

 
2.8 b) For transgender athletes undergoing hormone treatment for gender transition, the following 

will determine in which category a transgender athlete is eligible to compete. 
 



2.8 b) i) A trans male (FTM) who has received medical treatment with testosterone related to 
gender transition may compete in Open League matches but is no longer eligible to 
compete in Women's League matches. 

 
2.8 b) ii) A trans female (MTF) being treated with testosterone suppression medication related 

to gender transition is eligible to compete in Open League matches and is not eligible 
to compete in Women's League matches until completing 1 calendar year of 
testosterone suppression treatment. 

 
2.8 c) A transgender athlete will be eligible to compete in mixed competitions in their affirmed 

gender, subject to 2.8 a) through to 2.8 b). 

Matches and Games 

2.9 The Open League shall be run once in Michaelmas Term and once in Lent Term, each defined as a 
Season. 

2.10 Within the course of a Season and within each Division, a team shall play one match against each 
other team. 

2.11 The Open League Secretary shall publish a Fixture to be played each week of a Season to be 
followed as a guide by teams as far as reasonably possible. This need not mean that teams are 
restricted by that schedule. 

2.12 Teams Captain shall arrange matches among themselves. 

2.13 Each Match shall be structured as a ‘best of six games’ as follows: 

2.13 a) Each team shall be arranged into three doubles pairs. 

2.13 b) Each pair shall play each opposing pair once in one game to twenty-one points with setting. 

2.13 c) All Games shall be played under the rules of the Badminton World Federation (BWF). 

2.14 Match results shall be recorded and sent to captains on both sides and the Open League Secretary. 

2.15 At the end of each season, the Open League Secretary shall publish the results of the Open League. 

2.16 At the end of each season, the two top teams of each Division shall be promoted to the one 
immediately above, save for the top Division. 

2.17 At the end of each season, the two bottom teams of each Division shall be relegated to the one 
immediately below, save for the bottom Division. 

2.18 Clauses 2.16 and 2.17 are subject by the following: 

2.18 a) For the benefit of the Open League and at the absolute discretion of the Open League 
Secretary, more or less than two teams may be promoted or relegated. 



2.18 b) For the benefit of the Open League and at the absolute discretion of the Open League 
Secretary Divisions may be enlarged, reduced, added or removed, providing that no team is 
required over the course of one season to play more than eight matches. 

Restrictions and Penalties 

2.19 All fixtures shall be completed before the end of the term, though teams may petition to the Open 
League Secretary to postpone one match in Lent Term under exceptional circumstances, normally 
only if the team in question got to at least the Semi-final stage of Open Cuppers (reference to Clause 
3) and therefore played more matches than expected 

2.20 Where a team is unable to field a full team or a team at all, the affected games and or matches will 
be awarded to their opponents, provided that their opponents could provide a full team. 

2.21 Where both teams agree that they cannot play a game and or match, those games and or matches 
shall be awarded to neither side. 

2.22 If a match is cancelled less than twelve hours before the agreed start time, the opposing team has the 
right to refuse to reschedule the match. The match will be held to have been won by the opposing 
team. 

2.23 Within a Match, a player cannot play for more than one pair. 

2.24 If a team in the Open League is found to violate these rules they will be relegated and required to 
play out their remaining matches of the season. 

Disputes and Complaints 

2.25 Any disputes and uncertainty shall be referred to the Open League Secretary to be resolved. The 
decision of the Open League Secretary is final. 

2.25 a) All complaints related to matches shall be sent to the Open League Secretary, by email, 
within seven days of the incident copying in the opposition College Captain where relevant. 
Complaints shall be investigated by the League Secretary and the outcome announced to the 
College Captain raising the dispute and other College Captain(s) involved in the dispute, 
where appropriate. 

2.26 Any complaints about the League Secretary should be directed to the Executive Committee of 
CUBaC (see the "Committee" section of this website for contact details). 

 

3. CUPPERS 

3.1 Three Cuppers shall be run: Open Cuppers, Women's Cuppers and Mixed Cuppers. 

3.2 Unless explicitly stated otherwise, clauses that read Open Cuppers and Open League Secretary shall 
be read equally and separately as Women's Cuppers and Women's League Secretary, as well as for 
Mixed Cuppers in regards to both the Open League Secretary and Women's League Secretary. 



Teams 

3.3 The Open Cuppers shall consist of teams approved by the Open League Secretary. 

3.4 All and any New Team that wishes to join the Open Cuppers, whether from currently Participating or 
Non Participating Colleges, shall submit their request to join by email to the Open League Secretary. 

Player Eligibility 

3.5 In the Open Cuppers, a team shall consist of six Eligible Persons, in the Women's Cuppers a team 
shall consist of six Eligible Women, and in the Mixed Cuppers a team shall consist of three pairs of 
one Eligible Male Player and one Eligible Female Player, with regards to the regulations provided 
in Clause 2.8 

3.5 a) An Eligible Person in respect of a certain College team shall be defined as any current member 
of that College, including Fellows. 

3.5 b) An Eligible Woman in respect of a certain College team shall be defined as any current female 
member of that College, including Fellows 

3.5 c) An Eligible Male Player in respect of a certain College team shall be defined as any current 
male member of that College (defined in Clause 2.8), including Fellows. 

3.5 d) An Eligible Female Player in respect of a certain College team shall be defined as any current 
female member of that College (defined in Clause 2.8), including Fellows. 

3.6 Open Cuppers, Women's Cuppers and Mixed Cuppers shall be run in Lent Term, defined as a 
Season. 

3.7 Open Cuppers shall be structured as a ‘knock out competition’. 

3.8 The Open League Secretary shall seed Participating Teams and organise and publish the schedule of 
matches. 

3.9 Each Match shall be structured as a ‘best of three games’ as follows: 

3.9 a) Each team shall consist of six persons arranged into three doubles pairs. The first pair shall 
be the strongest, the second the next strongest and so on. 

3.9 b) Each pair shall play their opposing pair. For instance, the strongest pairs of both teams will 
play against each other. 

3.9 c) Each pair and opposing pair shall play a ‘best of three games’ to twenty-one points with 
setting. 

3.9 d) All Games shall be played under the rules of the Badminton World Federation (BWF). 

3.10 Participating teams shall register with the Open League Secretary their doubles pairs before Open 
Cuppers commences and shall not be able to alter those pairs, their members and positioning, 
without the consent of the Open League Secretary. 



3.11 Each team can register in addition up to two substitutes. These substitutes to be used solely on a 
one-for-one basis in case of a player being injured or otherwise unavailable. 

3.12 Team Captains shall arrange matches among themselves. 

3.13 Match results shall be recorded and sent to captains on both sides and the Open League Secretary. 

3.14 At the end of each Season, the Open League Secretary shall publish the results of Open Cuppers. 

Restrictions and Penalties 

3.15 All Open Cuppers matches shall be completed before the end of Lent term 

3.16 Where a team is unable to field a full team or a team at all, the affected games and or matches will 
be awarded to their opponents, provided that their opponents could provide a full team. 

3.17 If a match is cancelled less than twelve hours before the agreed start time, the opposing team has 
the right to refuse to reschedule the match. The match will be held to have been won by the 
opposing team.  

3.18 Within a match, a pair cannot play for more than one game. 

3.19 An Eligible Player at a women’s college which pairs with a mixed college for cuppers (e.g. Murray 
Edwards and Jesus) must play for this team before they play for another mixed side. 

Disputes and Complaints 

3.20 Any disputes and uncertainty shall be referred to the Open League Secretary to be resolved. The 
decision of the Open League Secretary is final. 

3.20 a) All complaints related to matches shall be sent to the Open League Secretary, by email, 
within seven days of the incident copying in the opposition College Captain where relevant. 
Complaints shall be investigated by the League Secretary and the outcome announced to the 
College Captain raising the dispute and other College Captain(s) involved in the dispute, 
where appropriate. 

3.21 Any complaints about the League Secretary should be directed to the Executive Committee of 
CUBaC (see the "Committee" section of this website for contact details). 

 

All matters arising not captured in these rules will be investigated and addressed by the Open and Women's 
League Secretaries. 

 


